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Reception of a new Islamic year- The virtues of the month of Muharram  
 
A wise and intelligent person is he who takes this life of the world as a field under cultivation 
for the Aakira and a bridge to cross over to the everlasting life. Our days and years in this life 
are numbered. They pass very quickly and fade away one after the other. 
 
A few days ago the fourteen thousand, four hundred and thirty five Hijri year has come to an 
end and been followed by a new year. Today is the seventh day of the new Islamic Hijri year. 
 
Our books of deeds for the days and months of the passing year have been sealed off. Nobody 
will be able to make any changes or corrections in them. They will not be opened until the 
day of Qiyamah ‘the day when every soul will be confronted with all the good it has done, 
and all the evil it has done, it will wish there were a great distance between it and its evil….’ 
 
Slaves of Allah! The passing of one year and beginning of another is a suitable time for a 
Muslim to reflect and take himself to account for what he/she has done in in his/her past year, 
repent to Allah and resolve to make his/her new year better than the past year.  
 
As-Salaf as-Salih; the right acting predecessors, may Allah be pleased with them, used to say: 
‘Whoever has his present day equal to his previous day, he has wronged himself. Whoever 
has his present day more evil than his previous day, he is deprived and whoever is not 
increasing, he is decreasing. Whoever is so, death is better for him than life. 
It was part of the du’a of the Prophet (salla Allahu alaihi wasallam) that he used to say: “O 
Allah! Make life a cause for me to increase in good and death a relief for me from evil.” 
If life is going to be a source of evil for a Muslim, then death is better for him than life. 
 
Slaves of Allah! The best beginning for a Muslim in his new year is to start it with fasting 
with the intention of drawing oneself closer to Allah (subhanahu wa ta’ala.) The month of 
Muharram, which is the first month of the Islamic calendar, is a great and blessed month. 
Fasting in it has been prescribed by the Prophet (salla Allahu alaihi wasallam) He said: “The 
best fasting after Ramadan is the fasting of Muharram the month of Allah and the best prayer 
after the fard is the night prayer.” 
 
Whoever can do much fasting in Muharram, let him do so especially it falls during this time 
of the year when it is easy to fast because the days are short. So let everyone do as much 
voluntary fasting as he can. Whoever has Qadha fasting of Ramadan or other fasting let him 
make use of this time and should not delay until next Ramadan comes. 
 
If one is unable to do much fasting, then at least one should fast the Day of Aashura, the tenth 
day of Muharram. It is one of the Days of Allah on which He showed His favour to His 
believing slaves. Allah gave victory to truth over falsehood and to Iman over disbelief. He 
saved Musa and his followers and drowned Pharaoh and his soldiers.  
 
That victory was a great blessing for the believers which required acknowledgement and 
gratitude. Musa, alaihis-Slam fasted that day to show gratitude and his followers fasted it. 
When the Prophet (salla Allahu alaihi wasallam) migrated from Makkah to Madinah he 
found the Jews fast that day. He asked them and they told him that it was a good day on 



which Allah saved Musa and the believers from among the Children of Israel. He said: “We 
have more right to Musa than them.” He fasted it and ordered Muslims to fast it. That was at 
the beginning of the second year of Hijra. The fasting of Aashura was wajib. When the 
fasting of Ramadan was mad obligatory, the fasting of Ashura was made voluntary.  
 
With regard to the virtue of the fasting of Aashura, Rasulullah (salla Allahu alaihi wasallam) 
said: “The fasting of Aashura; I anticipate that it will wipe out the sins of the previous year.” 
 
The Sunnah fasting of Ashura is to fast the tenth day, and ninth day with it because the 
Prophet said; If I remain till next year, I will fast the ninth.” 
 
Imam Ibn Al-Qayyim said that the fasting of Aashura is of three degrees: 
i) Fasting of the ninth, tenth and eleventh – and that is the best. 
ii) Fasting the ninth and tenth – which is mentioned in most of the Ahadith. This 

corresponds this year to Sunday and Monday 2nd and 3rd of November. 
iii) Fasting the tenth day only – which is all right and is not disliked. 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
Second Khutba: 
The religious basis for the preference of the Day of Aashura is what I have mentioned earlier 
that it is a good day on which Allah (subhanahu wa ta’ala) saved the Children of Israel from 
their enemies, the Pharaoh of Egypt and his soldiers. Musa fasted that day and the Prophet 
(salla Allahu alaihi wasallam) instructed Muslims to fast it. This day has no connection 
whatsoever with the killing of Imam Al-Hussein Ibn Ali, may Allah be pleased with them 
both, which happened on this day by mere coincidence. 
 
Imam Ibn Rajab said: As for taking this day as an occasion for mourning the death of Al-
Hussein – as the Shiites do- this is the work of those who have gone astray and they think that 
what they are doing is right. Neither Allah (subhanahu wa ta’ala) nor his Messenger (salla 
Allahu alaihi wasallam) prescribed that the anniversaries of the death of the prophets should 
be taken as occasions for mourning – let alone those who are less in rank than the prophets. 
 
Without doubt, the killing of Al-Hussein Ibn Ali, the grandson of Rasulullah (salla Allahu 
alaihi wasallam) was one of the great disasters that happened in this Ummah. Imam Ibn 
Taymiyah said: His killing and that of Khalifah Uthman, may Allah be please them, were 
among the main causes of the Fitan (tribulations) that happened in this Ummah.  
 
On the other hand, what some people do on this day (Aashura) of putting henna, providing 
more food for their households and distributing food – this has no basis in the Shari’ah.  
 
Salves of Allah! Make use of the time and fill it with acts of obedience to Allah (salla Allahu 
alaihi wasallam) and be in every new year better than in the previous year because the 
passage of every year brings you closer to your death and takes you away from this life. 
Know that actions are judged by their conclusions and that every human being will be raised 
on the day of resurrection according to his state at the time of his death – as Rasulullah (salla 
Allahu alaihi wasallam) said.  
If Allah (subhanahu wa ta’ala) wishes good for someone, He opens to him a door for good 
action before his death, He guides him to it, makes easy and beloved to him and then He 
takes his soul while he is in that state. So, adhere to what Allah (subhanahu wa ta’ala)has 
guided you of good deeds and avoid going back bad deed after doing good deeds. 


