بسم الله اللّه الرّحمن الرّحيم

Friday Khutbah – 21/08/2015

Honouring the Rites of Allah and His Commandments and Prohibitions 

Allah (subhanahu wa ta’ala) is the Most High and Most Exalted. Exaltation (greatness) is one of His attributes.  The believers bow to Him in their ruku’ and fall down upon their faces in prostration to Him.

Allah (subhanahu wa ta’ala) urged His slaves to honour His rites and observe His commandments. He made exaltation and respect of them a sign of Taqwa and the way for the slave of Allah to get great reward from his Master.

He says (subhanahu wa ta’ala): “And whowever honours the symbols (rites) of Allah it is truly from the piety of the hearts.”

And He says: “Whoever honours the sacred sanctities of Allah, then that is better for him with his Lord.”
On the other hand Allah (subhanahu wa ta’ala) warned against undermining His rites and commandments. He also warned against transgressing His limits.  He says (subhanahu wa ta’ala): “These are the limits (set by) Allah, and whosoever obeys Allah and His Messenger will be admitted to Gardens under which rivers flow, to abide therein, and that will be the great success. And whosoever disobeys Allah and His Messenger and transgresses His limits, He will cast him into the Fire, to abide therein; and he shall have a disgraceful torment.”
What is meant by the rites of Allah is the milestones of His religion, the places of His worship and every command that he has informed about and made it known. 
A’ta said: The rites of Allah are all that which He has commanded to do and all that which He has prohibited.”

At the forefront of the rites of Allah come the five daily prayers, which are absolutely the most important of all the acts of a Muslim. Honouring this rite of Allah is by performing it on time. Prayer on time is the most beloved act to Allah. It is also to do it in congregation with the Jama’at if it is at all possible. The further from the Masjid a Muslim lives and yet he comes to the Masjid for Salat the greater his reward would be; one step of his will wipe out a sin and the other raises him in rank.

The signs of exaltation of the commandments of Allah (subhanahu wa ta’ala) are generally:

· Observing the prescribed time for performing them and to hurry to do them when they become due and not to delay (like Salat or the Hajj for example.) 
· feeling regret when you miss them (like one who becomes sad for missing salat al-Jama’ah because he knows that even if his prayer on his own is accepted, he has missed a twenty seven times multiplication of the reward of Salat. If a person is trader or one who is dealing in buying and selling and misses twenty seven Dinars, he will bite his fingers out of regret. 
A sign of exalting the prohibitions of Allah (subhanahu wa ta’ala) is to have an aversion of what Allah (subhanahu wa ta’ala) has prohibited and to stay away from anything that leads to it. And so he lowers his gaze from what Allah has prohibited him to look at and avoids listening to backbiting and false and useless talk. He becomes angry when a prohibition of Allah is violated. He commands what is right and forbids what is wrong. He gives sincere advice to all Muslims. 

One also should not go after rukhas (concessions) without need and become negligent. On the other hand one should not over do things and go to extreme. The Deen of Allah lies in the middle between negligence on one hand and over doing things on the other hand. 
Imam Ibn Taymiyyah said regarding exaltation of the commandments and prohibitions of Allah: They should not be opposed by an unnecessary concession or an overzealous that leads to over doing them.”

Shaytan always seeks to divert people away from whatever Allah (subhanahu wa ta’ala) has commanded. He does so by one of two ways; either by leading a slave of Allah to fall short of fulfilling it properly or by leading him to overdo it and go to extreme. Shaytan would come to a person and if he finds him/her has laziness and inclination towards concessions; he encourages and leads him in this direction through insinuating false interpretations. On the other hand if he finds the person having desire and keenness to do acts of obedience of Allah, he – Shaytan​- encourages him/her to go to extreme beyond the prescribed limit and so he/she ends as an extremist in whatever he/she does or says.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Second Khutbah:

Part of exalting the sanctities of Allah (subhanahu wa ta’ala) is to exalt the sanctity of a Muslim person and to respect his/her rights and not to slander or attack his/her honour or transgress against him/her in any way. 

Abdul Rahman Ibn Abi Bakrah reported his father as saying: The Prophet (Salla Allahu alaihi wasallam) said (on the Day of Sacrifice): What day is this day? We kept silent thinking that he would call another name. He said: Is it not the Day of Nahr (sacrifice)? We said: Yes. He said: What month is this month? We kept silent thinking that he would call a different name. He said: Is it not Dhul Hijjah? We said: Yes. He said: Your blood, your property and your honour are all sacred to violate like the sacredness of this day of yours, in this month of yours, in this city of yours.”
Ibn Umar (Radhiya Allahu ‘anhuma) looked at the Ka’bah one day and said: How great you are! How great is your sacredness! The sacredness of the believer with Allah is greater than your sacredness!
Whowever considers the state of Muslim today will find blatant violation of the prohibitions of Allah and His limits by many. This is a result of lack of exaltation of Allah.

Yahya Al-Hussein

Dublin Mosque

21/08/2015
