بسم الله اللّه الرّحمن الرّحيم

Friday Khutbah – 28/08/2015

Pride is a reprehensible trait and a serious defect 

Rasulullah (Salla Allahu alaihi Wasallam) said: “He who has in his heart an atom’s weight of pride shall not enter Paradise. A man said: Verily a person loves that his dress should be fine, and his shoes should be fine. He (the Prophet) said: Verily, Allah is Graceful and He loves grace. Pride is disregard of the truth and having contempt for people.”

Pride is a reprehensible trait and a serious defect. Allah (subhanahu wa ta’ala) and His Messenger (Salla Allahu alaihi Wasallam) warned severely against it. In this Hadith the prophet (Salla Allahu alaihi Wasallam) explains the reality of pride. Pride is not about adornment. It is not about wearing fine clothes or fine shoes. In other words it is not necessarily has to do with outward appearance, though pride sometimes could be in outward appearance like for example the way a person walks or wears certain clothes. However, the reality of pride is that it is an internal trait of the heart that makes a person rejects the truth because he/she does not like to follow it or because he despises the source from which the truth has come i.e. the person who told the truth. This is why the Prophet (Salla Allahu alaihi Wasallam) said in the definition of pride “and to despise people” – by looking down at them.

The reason which makes a person feel proud (over others) is his/her thinking of himself/herself to be special and important and has certain distinction over others. This quality which makes him proud could be knowledge, profession, worship, lineage, money, decent from a certain race or belonging to a certain country etc. 

Its effects and harms; Allah seals off the heart and insight of an arrogant and proud person so he/she could not accept any advice from others. This leads him/her to loss. Sofyan Ibn ‘Uyaynah said: “Whoever commits an act of disobedience out of desire, you could hope that he may be forgiven because Adam alyhis-Salam committed a sin out of desire and was forgiven. If the disobedience is a result of arrogance then you should fear that he/she may be cursed because Iblis disobeyed out of pride and was cursed. 

Punishment for pride: Allah (subhanahu wa ta’ala) prohibited al-Jannah for the proud person as Rasulullah (Salla Allahu alaihi Wasallam) said in this Hadith “He who has in his heart an atom’s weight of pride shall not enter Paradise.” 

Allah (subhanahu wa ta’ala) does not look at a proud person on the Day of Qiyamah. Rasulullah (Salla Allahu alaihi Wasallam) told about the humiliation which will be attached to the proud person on the Day of Qiyamah when he said: “Proud persons will be gathered on the Day of Qiyamah small like small ants. People will walk over them and they will be covered in humiliation from every direction.”\

Treatment of pride: pride is a very serious disease. It is rarely that people are free from it - even scholars, worshippers and ascetic people. It is the duty of every Muslim to ward off pride from him/her. One way is: for everyone to remind himself (his Nafs) of its reality, and its reality is that it does not have any excellence of its own that makes it become proud over others. If it has any talent or good quality it is in fact a blessing and favour from Allah (subhanahu wa ta’ala). One should NOT use the blessings of Allah upon him/her to boast over others. 

Another way to fend off pride is to do some humble acts – which there is nothing wrong with them- according to the Deen. Urwah Ibn az-Zubair (radhiya Allahu ‘anhuma) said: I saw Umar Ibn al-Khattab (radhiya Allahu ‘anhu) carrying water-skin full of water on his shoulder so I said to him: O Ameer Al-Mu’mineen! Should you not be doing something like? He said: When the delegations of the Arab tribes came to me listening and obeying I felt some sort (of honour), so I wanted to lower down (my nafs.)
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Second Khutbah:

Imam Ibn Al-Qayyim (rahimahu Allah) said: The origin of all reprehensible and blameworthy qualities is two qualities: pride and humiliation, and the origin of all good moral qualities is two qualities: humility and high-mindedness. 

Vain, conceit, envy, injustice, hard-heartedness, refusal of advice, love of prestige and authority and the likes of these qualities all arise from pride. 
Lying, betrayal, showing off, deceit, greed, cowardice, miserliness and the likes all arise from humiliation.

So, pride is one of two qualities from which all blameworthy moral qualities originate. Iblis had this quality. He refused to obey his Lord and prostrate before Adah, Alyhis-Salam because of it. Allah says in Surah al-Baqara: “And remember when We said to the angels prostrate yourselves before Adam and they prostrated except Iblis, he refused and was proud and was one of the disbelievers.”
The Jews refused to believe in Muhammad (Salla Allahu alaihi wasallam) though they recognised the truthfulness of his prophet-hood because of it. The Kuffar of Quraysh chose error over guidance because of it. The Children of Israel committed all sort of crimes against their prophets - rejecting some and killing some as a result of it as Allah says in the Qur’an: “Is it that whenever there came to you a messenger with what yourselves did not desire, you became arrogant, some you disbelieved and some you killed.”
I ask Allah (subhanahu wa ta’ala) to forgive us, cure our hearts from pride and arrogance and grant us humility.
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