بسم الله اللّه الرّحمن الرّحيم

Friday Khutbah – 16/10/2015
The Sacred months- Beginning of a new Hijri year- The virtues of the month of Muharram 
Allah (subhanahu wa ta’ala) says: “Verily, the number of months with Allah is twelve months (in a year) in the Book of Allah on the Day when He created the heavens and the earth; of them four are Sacred. That is the right religion, so wrong not yourselves therein,”
Al-Bukhari and Muslim reported Abu Bakrah (radhiya Allahu ‘anhu) as saying: Rasulullah (salla Allahu alaihi wasallam) said: “Time has turned around like the day when Allah had created the heavens and earth; the year is twelve months, out of which there are four sacred moths; three successive: Dhul-Qa’idah, Dhul-Hijjah and Al-Muharram and Rajab, the month of Mudhar, which lies between Jumadah and Sha’ban.”

The meaning of his words (salla Allahu alaihi wasallam) said: “Time has turned around like the day when Allah had created the heavens and earth…….” is that the year in which the Prophet (salla Allahu alaihi wasallam) performed Hajjat al-Wada’ is the year in which Dhul-Hijjah had fallen in its correct time. This was due to the fact that the Arabs used to pray around with the sequence of the sacred months in order to suit them as I will explain shortly.

So, these are the sacred four months: Dhul-Qa’idah, Dhul-Hijjah, Muharram and Rajab. The Arabs inherited the sacredness of these months from the religion of Ibrahim (alayhis-Salam.) They used to ban fighting during them; however, since their lives revolved around wars of revenge and raids they used to play around with the order of the months and so they would delay a sacred month or change it with another month and so on. Allah (subhanahu wa ta’ala) mentioned this in the Qur’an in His words: “Nasi (postponement of months) is nothing but a further excess in Kufr, whereby the disbelievers are misguided. They allow it one year and forbid it another year, so that they may conform (only) to the number of what Allah has sanctified, and allow what Allah has prohibited. The evil of their deeds was made fair-seeming unto them…….” (37
Two issues followed from these four months being sacred:

i) Fighting was prohibited during them. The wisdom of that was mentioned by Imam Ibn Kathir in his Tafsir of the Qur’an. He said: These months were made sacred for the purpose of performance of the rites of Hajj and Umrah during them. A month was made sacred before Hajj i.e. Dhul-Qa’idah to enable them to travel to Makkah safely. Dhul-Hijjah was made sacred because during it they performed the Hajj. A month following Dhul-Hijjah i.e. Muharram was made sacred so that they could safely return to their homelands. Rajab, which falls in the middle of the year, was made sacred so that people could visit the House of Allah, perform Umrah and return to their homelands safely.

There is disagreement among Muslim scholars with regard to the prohibition of fighting in the sacred month; has it been abrogated (cancelled) or not. There are two opinions. The majority of scholars said it has been cancelled. Another group of scholars said it is still valid.

ii) The second issue resulting from these months being sacred is that injustice is prohibited in them or the prohibition of injustice is emphasised in them. Allah says: “…so wrong not yourselves therein...” (Tauba 36) 

Ibn Kathir said: “Injustice is more emphasised during the sacred months as sins are multiplied in the sacred city of Makkah and its sanctuary as Allah (subhanahu wa ta’ala) says regarding al-Haram (the sacred sanctuary) : “…. whosoever intends to commit deviation with injustice therein, We shall cause him to taste a painful punishment.”
Al-Qurtubi (rahimahul-lah) said: Do not wrong yourselves therein means do not commit injustice against yourselves by doing wrongful deeds.

Sinning or doing wrongful deeds is always evil; however, it is more evil and wrong in the sacred months.

If respect of the sacred months was something which people of the Jahiliyyah used to observe despite the error and evils in which thy used to live, it is then more befitting for a Muslim who is pleased with Allah as his lord, Islam as his religion and Muhammad as his messenger to restrain himself from falling into disobedience and avoid transgression especially in these months and at all times.

On the other hand some of the scholars have said that reward for good deeds is multiplied in these months as punishment is multiplied. 
So, a Muslim ought to make use of the opportunity of these months and do more of the good acts in them.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Second Khutbah:

Two days ago we have received a new Islamic Hijri year, the counting of its years had started from an important event in the history of Islam i.e. the Hijrah of the Prophet (salla Allahu alaihi wasallam) from Makkah to Madinah which signalled the beginning of the Muslim community and the Muslim state in a land governed by Muslims.

The Islamic calendar was not used at the beginning of Islam until the Caliphate of Umar Ibn al-Khattab, radhiya Allahu ‘anhu. Who summoned the Sahaba and said to them: We receive letters from our governors but we do not know the dates of these letter! They discussed the matter and agreed that the calendar should start from the Hijra of the Prophet (salla Allahu alaihi wasallam) and that the Islamic year should start with the month of Muharram because it is a sacred month which comes after the month of Dhul-Hijjah during in which Muslims perform the Hajj the completion of the five pillars of Islam.

The month of Muharram is a great month. It one of the sacred month and in it is also an important day the Day of Aashura, the tenth day of the month. It is one of the days of Allah (subhanahu wa ta’ala)- meaning it is one of the days on which Allah (subhanahu wa ta’ala) showed His favour to His believing slaves. On it Allah gave victory to truth over falsehood and to Iman over Kufr. Allah saved Musa, alayhis-Salam and the believers with him and and drowned Pharaoh and his soldiers. 

That victory was a great blessing for the believers which required gratitude. Musa, alaihis-Slam fasted that day to show gratitude and his followers fasted. When the Prophet (salla Allahu alaihi wasallam) migrated to Madinah he found the Jews fasting that day. He asked them and they told him that it was a good day on which Allah saved Musa and the believers from among the Children of Israel. He said: “We have more right to Musa than them.” He fasted and ordered Muslims to fast. 
With regard to the virtue of the fasting of Aashura, Rasulullah (salla Allahu alaihi wasallam) said: “The fasting of Aashura; I anticipate that it will wipe out the sins of the previous year.”

The Sunnah fasting of Aashura is to fast the tenth day and the ninth day with it because the Prophet said; If I remain till next year, I will fast the ninth.”

Imam Ibn Al-Qayyim said that the fasting of Aashura is of three degrees:

i) Fasting of the ninth, tenth and eleventh – and that is the best.

ii) Fasting the ninth and tenth – which is mentioned in most of the Ahadith. 
iii) Fasting the tenth day only – which is all right and is not disliked.

Perhaps it is advisable to fast the ninth, tenth and eleventh as Imam Ibn Al-Qayyim recommended because there seems to be difference this year with regard to the day on which Muahrram started. Some say on Wednesday and some say on Thursday. So today could be the third or second of Muharram and Aashura could be next Friday or Saturday. So it is safe to fast three days to make sure that you hit the mark.

Anyway, fasting is virtuous and legislated throughout the month of Muharram. The Prophet Rasulullah (salla Allahu alaihi wasallam) said: The best fasting after Ramadan is the moth of Allah Al-Muharram, and the best prayer after fard prayer is the night prayer. So, whoever can make much fasting during this month, let him do so. If not then one should at least fast Aashura; three or two days.   
Slaves of Allah! 
One of the blessings of Allah upon the believer after guidance to Islam is tawfiq to to Ibadah and obedience and that Allah has enabled him to act and extended his/her life so that he/she can increase in good deeds. Let me conclude by asking you to reflect upon this Hadith and to remember those whom you know and who departed from this world at young age. Abu Dawud and an-Nisa’i reported that Rasulullah (salla Allahu alaihi wasallam) made brother-hood between two men; one of them was killed fi sabilil-lah and the other died after some time. After they prayed Janazah for the second one, the Prophet (salla Allahu alaihi wasallam) asked them: What did you say? They said: We asked Allah to forgive him, to have mercy upon him and that he joins his brother and be with him. The Prophet (salla Allahu alaihi wasallam) said: But what about his Salat after his Salat and his ’amal after his’amal.  The difference between them is like the difference between heaven and earth.
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