I would like to thank the Amal Women’s Association from the
Dublin Mosque South Circular Road for their generosity,
commitment and creativity. They opened their doors to the
(Y)our Story team and welcomed us into their community.

At the Coffee Mornings in the Mosque, women gathered each
week to chat, to learn English, to drink tea, and to get to know
one another better.

Working with them allowed me to see the wealth of experience
and appreciation of textile design and needlework they shared;
it was clear to me the significance of hand-made crafts to them,
their respective cultures and beliefs.

[ was granted a unique opportunity to show them the kind of art
[ practice and through that to assist them in bringing their ideas
to fruition; the batik portraying “The 99 Names of Allah”. The
tree is a very common image used for the depiction of “The 99
Names of Allah”.

The journey took us on visits to the National Concert Hall, the
Chester Beatty Library and to the F2 community building in
Rialto. We got to work with new people; Xanthe Gresham, The
Storyteller, Hanan Dirya, The Filmmaker, One Voice women’s
group and lots of others interested in getting involved.

People live in each other’s shadows

Helen Barry, Artist
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Ba mhaith liom buiochas a ghabhail le Cumann Mhna Amal 6
Mhosc an Cuarbhéthair Theas as ucht a bhflaithiulachta, a
ndilseacht agus a gcuid cruthaitheachta. D’osclaiodar a ndoirsi
d’fhoireann (Y)our Story agus d’fhailtigh siad isteach ina bpobal
sinn.

Ag Maidneacha Caifé sa Mhosc, bhailigh mna le chéile gach
seachtain le comhra a dhéanambh, le Béarla a fhoghlaim, le tae a
0l agus le haithne nios fearr a chur ar a chéile.

Ba léir dom tré bheith ag obair leo an taithi fairsing agus an
léirthuiscint ata acu i bpairt ar dearadh teicstili agus obair
shnaithide; ba léir an tabhacht ata ag ceardaiocht lamh-déanta
doibh féin, da gcultuir agus da gcreidiuinti faoi seach.

Tugadh deis ar leith dom a thaispedint d6ibh an chineal ealaine a
chleachtaim féin, agus tré sin cabhru leo torthai a gcuid
smaointe a fhioradh; an batik a léirionn “99 Ainmneacha Allah”.
[s iomha a usaidtear go forleathan é an chrann le “99 Aimneacha
Allah” a léiriu.

Thog an t-aistear seo sinn ar cuairt go dti an Cheolaras
Naisiunta, Leabharlann Chester Beatty agus go h-ionad pobal an
F2 i Rialto.

Bhi deis againn bheith ag obair le daoine nua; Xanthe Gresham,
An Scéalai, Hanan Dirya, An Scannandir, grupa mhna One Voice
agus go leor eile a 1éirigh spéis a bheith pairteach.

Ar scath a chéile a mhaireann na daoine

Helen Barry, Ealaiontéir
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